







Saturday, December 14, 10:30 a.m.
Academic-Athletic Center
Processional  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Pomp and Circumstance by Elgar
 Mr . William A . Murphy, Piano
 
Special Music  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Mr . Will Young
National Anthem  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Ms . Janessa J . Broadhurst
 Words by Francis Scott Key Mr . William A . Murphy, Piano 
 Music by John Stafford Smith  
 
Opening of Ceremony .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Dr . Brian S . Mason
Grand Marshal and Mace Bearer
Welcome and Introductions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Dr . Joseph A . ( Jay) Morgan
 President
Presentation of Honorary Doctoral Degree  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ms . Kathy Walker
 Chair, MSU Board of Regents 
Mr. Patrick E. Price, Honorary Doctor of Public Service
 
Commencement Address  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Ms . Sarah Elizabeth Young
Student Representative 
Remarks .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .President Morgan
Presentation of Candidates for Degrees  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Dr . Bob Albert 
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
 Dr . Laurie Couch  
Associate Provost for Undergraduate Education and Student Success
Dr . Michael Henson
Associate Provost for Research and Dean of Graduate School
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 Dr . Gregory Russell
 Dean, Elmer R . Smith College of Business and Technology
 Dr . Christopher T . Miller
 Dean, College of Education
  
 Dr . Wayne Miller
  Dean, College of Science
 Dr . John P . Ernst
 Dean, Caudill College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences
Conferring of Degrees  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .President Morgan
Commissioning of ROTC Officers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . LTC Derek Carlson
Alumni Association Induction  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Dr . Bob Albert
Alma Mater   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Ms . Jasmine L . Wheeler
Words by Elwood Kozee (1953) Mr . William A . Murphy, Piano  
Music by Betty Jo Whitt (1952)   
Closing of Ceremony .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Dr . Brian S . Mason 
Recessional  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Mr . Will Young
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Marshals         
Grand Marshal and Mace Bearer
Dr . Brian S . Mason 
Faculty Marshals
Dr . Julia A . Hypes
Dr . Kimberlee A . Sharp
Student Marshals
Graduate Programs
Ms . Sarah A . Fink
College of Education 
Ms . Elizabeth R . Burke
Mr . Cory E . Rawlins
 
Caudill College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences
Ms . Katie J . Birdwhistell
Ms . Courtney R . Whitaker  
 
Elmer R. Smith College of Business and Technology
Ms . Natalie K . Hampton
Ms . Courtney B . Rodman
 
College of Science
  Ms . Savannah N . Dillon
Mr . Isaac T . Vinson
Ushers  
Ushers serving for today’s ceremony are students from the Craft Academy for Excellence in Science and 
Mathematics at Morehead State University and Fleming County High School’s Student Government 
Association. The ushers are wearing blue robes.
College Receptions 
Refreshments for graduates and their families, hosted by each college’s dean and faculty, will be served 
immediately following commencement. For reception locations, please refer to the map located on the 
inside back cover of your program. Receptions are co-sponsored by the MSU Alumni Association Inc.
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Dr . Joseph A . ( Jay) Morgan is the 14th president of 
Morehead State University . 
Dr . Morgan has served as president of Morehead 
State University since July 1, 2017 . His focus at MSU 
has been on student success, performance outcomes, 
academic excellence, as well as university rankings and 
responsiveness to the region .  
Prior to service at MSU, Dr . Morgan served as the 
state-wide chief academic officer and vice president 
for academic affairs and student success for the Kentucky Council on 
Postsecondary Education in Frankfort . Before state-wide service at the Council, 
Dr . Morgan served as provost and vice president for academic affairs at Murray 
State University, as well as associate provost, university faculty regent, leadership 
program director, graduate program coordinator, and professor/teacher 
educator . He also has early career service as an entrepreneur, as well as being a 
high school teacher and coach .  
Dr . Morgan holds a Ph .D . from Oklahoma State University and a B .S . and an 
M .S . from Murray State University .  
He currently serves as a board of trustees member of the Southern Association 
of College and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC), The Center 
for Rural Development, and on the Council of Presidents of the Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference – Division I . 
Dr . Morgan formerly served as a board member of a medical university, several 
foundation boards, vice chair of a public university board, a bank board, and the 
Kentucky Educational Professional Standards Board administering public school 
teacher licensing and educational standards . Additionally, his former public 
service includes serving four terms as an elected member of a city council, 
board president of a chamber of commerce, board chair of the United Way, was 
formerly named Citizen of the Year, is a Rotarian, and has been involved with 
economic development, banking and other regional initiatives . He has taught, 
worked and traveled in more than 15 countries for academics, business, research, 
and development .
Commencement Profiles  
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Today’s honorary degree recipient is Patrick Price, who 
is posthumously receiving an Honorary Doctorate of 
Public Service .   
Born Feb . 29, 1948, he was the son of the late Eugene 
Blake Price and Lenore Gidding Price and was married 
to Shirley Justice Price . He died Sept . 9, 2019 .  
Price was a 1971 graduate of Morehead State 
University and was honored to serve the University as 
a member of its Board of Regents for nine years . After 
graduating from the University of Kentucky College of Law, he returned to 
Fleming County to practice law with the firm of Suit, McCartney, Price, Price & 
Ruark for 45 years until his death .   
He was an assistant Fleming County attorney for 43 years and served as a special 
justice to the Kentucky Supreme Court . Price was a second lieutenant in the 
U .S . Army Reserves for ten years and was a member of the Buffalo Trace Area 
Development District Board for more than 30 years, the Fleming County Rotary 
Club, and the Fleming Masonic Lodge No . 112 .   
Commencement Profiles  
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Sarah Young of Fayetteville, Ohio, is today’s 
commencement speaker . She is the daughter of Fred 
“Marty” Young and Joyce Young . 
She is graduating with two degrees, a Bachelor of Science 
in Psychology and a Bachelor of Arts in Legal Studies 
with a minor in philosophy . 
Young has been a tutor with MSU’s Tutoring and 
Learning Center since Oct . 2016 . This year, she was 
awarded the Molly McBride Tutoring Excellence Award, 
the highest honor awarded to an MSU tutor . She has held executive positions 
in multiple student clubs and organizations . She was social chair and editor of 
Sigma Alpha Iota International Music Fraternity for Women; secretary and vice 
president of Alpha Lambda Pi Legal Studies Club; treasurer of the Ceramics 
Guild; and assistant attorney general and supreme court justice of the Student 
Government Association . 
As an Undergraduate Research Fellow, Young presented at the Celebration of 
Student Scholarship in 2017 . She has participated in MSU Education Abroad, 
traveling to Prague, Slovenia, Hungary and Italy . She spoke about her experiences 
at the 2018 American Association of Paralegal Educators national conference in 
Newport, Rhode Island . 
This year, Young completed an internship with Rowan County Child Support 
Services at the Rowan County Attorney office in Morehead . She has also 
volunteered at the Pro Se Divorce Clinic in Morehead, a partnership with Legal 
Aid of the Bluegrass that helps assist people on divorce matters to members in 
low income areas . 
Young plans to enroll in law school at the University of South Dakota, where she 
also may also earn a Master of Science in Clinical Psychology . She has career 
goals to become a trial lawyer or a defense attorney in criminal law . 
Commencement Profiles  
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Administration
Dr . Joseph A . ( Jay) Morgan
President
Dr . Bob Albert
Provost and Vice President for  
Academic Affairs
Mr . Russell F . Mast
Vice President for Student Affairs
Mr . James A . Shaw
Vice President for University Advancement
Dr . Caroline Atkins
Assistant to the President 
for Strategic Initiatives
Dr . Laurie Couch
Associate Provost for 
Undergraduate Education and  
Student Success
Dr . Michael Henson
Associate Provost for Research and
Dean of the Graduate School
Dr . Gregory Russell
Dean, Elmer R. Smith College of Business 
and Technology
Dr . Christopher T . Miller
Dean, College of Education
 
Dr . Wayne Miller
Dean, College of Science
Dr . John P . Ernst
Dean, Caudill College of Arts,  
Humanities and Social Sciences
  
Board of Regents
Dr . Annie Adams
Morehead, KY
Mr . Colby Birkes
Winchester, KY
Mr . Craig Dennis
Morehead, KY
Mr . Adam Hinton
Flemingsburg, KY
Mr . Sanford Holbrook
Mt. Olivet, KY
Mr . Eric E . Howard
Lexington, KY
Ms . Deborah H . Long
Lexington, KY
Mr . Wayne M . Martin
Winchester, KY
Mr . Craig Preece
Inez, KY
Ms . Kathy Walker
Paintsville, KY
Ms . Terri Walters
Pikeville, KY 
 
The University  
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Candidates for Degrees  
Subject to the completion of all curriculum requirements, degrees will be conferred upon those 
listed herein and upon such others as graduation requirements are met. An asterisk represents 
students who are earning two degrees simultaneously. 
Graduate Degrees





Mt. Sterling , KY
Instructional Leadership






Adult and Higher Education













































Adult and Higher Education






























































































Teacher Leader Gifted Education



















Business and Marketing Education
Nicole Bottom Fossier
Jeffersonville, KY






















Interdisciplinary Early Childhood 
Education
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Jamaal L . Stiles
Campbellsville, KY
Science 5-9
Antionett D . Vermillion
Hazard, KY
Interdisciplinary Early Childhood 
Education




















































































Tania Elizabeth Sempertegui Zambrano
Guayaquil, Ecuador
Music Performance
Candidates for the degree Master of Public Administration
Johnathon Brennan Millard Dye
Prestonsburg, KY
Public Administration
















Candidates for the degree Master of Science
Sareh Ahmadi
Morehead, KY
















Engineering and Technology 
Management
Mohammad Hussain Alyami
Ras Tanura, Saudi Arabia











Engineering and Technology 
Management
Michael R . Chambers
Lexington, KY
Career and Technical Education-IET
Lindsay Rae Childs
Hillsboro, KY










































Tanner W . Utterback
Clearfield, KY







Career and Technical Education-
Agriculture
Emelyn H . Wells
Salt Lick, KY












Candidates for the degree Master of Science in Nursing
Tonya Bickel
Maysville, KY
Family Nurse Practitioner,  
Primary Care
Megan ElizaBeth Wheeler Burke
West Liberty, KY
























Family Nurse Practitioner,  
Primary Care
Susan Marie Woodard
Mt. Sterling , KY




Elmer R. Smith College of Business and Technology
Candidates for the degree Bachelor of Arts
Ana Dieguez Gonzalez de Mesa
Madrid, Spain
Sport Management





































Tanner K . Blankenship
Georgetown, KY
Marketing



































































Journey Autumn Brooke Jordan
Ashland, KY
General Business












Coty M . Marcum
Paintsville, KY
Accounting













Jacob R . Omohundro
Winchester, KY
Accounting


















Richard Allen Rohr Jr .
Thelma, KY




















Isabella Grace DeAlexandria Stephens
Hillsboro, KY
General Management


























Mechanical and Manufacturing 
Engineering Technology
Yousef Alhanun
Al Ahsa, Saudi Arabia
Engineering Management
Abdullah Alkhaldi
Alkober Anak, Saudi Arabia




Design and Manufacturing 
Engineering Technology
Mansour Fahad Alqahtani
Riyadh City, Saudi Arabia
































Electronics and Computer  
Engineering Technology 
Christopher D . Charles
Mt. Sterling , KY















Construction Management and  
Civil Engineering Technology
Austin L . Ferrell
Maysville, KY



















Electronics and Computer  
Engineering Technology 




Stephen B . Morgan
Hazard, KY






















Construction Management and  
Civil Engineering Technology
Steven M . Todd
Heidelberg , KY




Construction Management and  
Civil Engineering Technology
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Candidates for the degree Associate of Applied Science
Justin Bradley Allen
West Chester, OH
Construction Management and  

























Shawntasia M . Butler
Louisville, KY
Early Elementary and Moderate and 
Severe Disabilities
Kimberly Marie Cain






















































Early Elementary and Learning and 
Behavior Disorders
Morgan R . McGlone
Olive Hill, KY
Interdisciplinary Early Childhood 
Education





































































Mt. Sterling , KY
Health Promotion












Candidates for the degree Bachelor of Science




Washington Court House, OH
Animal Science






Sharon J . Brooke
Louisville, KY
Earth Systems-Geology












































































Madison M . Hammons



























Richard D . Lane Jr .
Somerset, KY
























































































































































































Candidates for the degree Associate of Applied Science








































Alicia F . Manconi


















Mt. Sterling , KY
Nursing 
Brittany Gail Robinson






Mt. Sterling , KY
Nursing 













Caudill College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences








































Mary Jane Eadin Epling
Olive Hill, KY
Criminology and Criminal Justice


























Criminology and Criminal Justice



























































Mt. Sterling , KY
Interdisciplinary International Studies
Leah R . Wright
Louisville, KY












Candidate for the degree Bachelor of Music



















































































































































































Mt. Sterling , KY
University Studies
Laura P . Manzo
Frankfort, KY
University Studies



















































































This concludes the ceremony .
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Honors Program Graduates  
Kelsey D . Bolen
Matthew R . Hezseltine
Allison R . Hull
Ravyn N . Lacey
Emory M . Sellinger
Hannah G . Smoot
ROTC Commissioned Officers
Jake E . Cogan
Marvin R . Morris
Bailey R . Tutorow
36
The University Mace 
The practice of carrying a mace in academic processions dates to medieval times 
in England when a person bearing a mace, a formidable weapon, walked in front of 
the highest-ranking official as they entered and departed ceremonial occasions, to 
protect him or her from personal injury .
As adapted by European and American universities, the mace has become a symbol 
of office to the institution’s president and is carried by a distinguished member of 
the faculty . At Morehead State, the joint office of faculty grand marshal and mace 
bearer is held by the current recipient of the Distinguished Teacher Award .
The mace of Morehead State University was fashioned from Eastern Kentucky 
walnut in 1984 by John S . VanHoose, a retired faculty member from the 
Department of Industrial Education and Technology .
Academic Honors - Baccalaureate Degree
Summa Cum Laude - With highest honors
Magna Cum Laude - With great honors
Cum Laude - With honors
Academic Honors - Associate Degree
Distinction - With distinction 
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Academic Costumes 
The wearing of academic costumes is a custom that goes back to the Middle 
Ages . Since the early European and English universities were founded by the 
church, the students and teachers were required to wear distinctive gowns at 
all times . Although the custom was brought to this country in Colonial days, 
the requirement for students was soon dropped . The custom for professors was 
confined to special occasions such as graduation exercises and inaugurations 
of new presidents . With the increase in the number of educational institutions 
and the development of new subject-matter fields, some confusion arose in time 
about the type of gown and the specific color to denote various degrees . To 
introduce desirable uniformity and set up a clearing house for new developments, a 
commission representing leading American colleges produced The Intercollegiate 
Code in 1895 . In 1932, a national committee of the American Council on 
Education revised this code into The Academic Costume Code . It was revised in 
1959 . Although not obligatory, most of the educational institutions in the country 
follow it in awarding their degrees, earned and honorary .
The most significant part of the academic dress is the hood . The color of its velvet 
border indicates the academic field, and it is lined with the color or colors of the 
institution granting the degree . The hoods of those receiving a Master of Arts or an 
honorary degree of Doctor of Letters have those same color indications, but each 
successively higher degree carries with it a longer hood . The doctoral hood also has 
side panels on the back .
Although most doctoral gowns are black with black velvet bars and panels, in some 
cases the color of the gown is that of the university conferring the degree . All such 
gowns have black bars and panels .
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Academic fields may also be indicated by the color of velvet on the doctoral gowns; 
three two-inch bars on the sleeves and a five-inch border extending from the back 
of the neck down the two sides in front . For the degree of Doctor of Philosophy, 
the color is dark blue; for Doctor of Medicine, green; for Doctor of Education, light 
blue; for Doctor of Science, golden yellow . These colors also appear in the velvet of 
the hood unless the hood represents an honorary degree . The Doctor of Laws has 
purple velvet . The Doctor of Humanities is white, as is the Doctor of Letters . The 
Doctor of Public Administration has a hood with velvet in pale aqua .
Caps are black . Tassels are usually black for bachelor’s and master’s degrees, gold 
for doctorates . Gowns for bachelor’s and master’s are plain black, but sleeves of the 
latter are short with “trailing elbows .” Doctoral gowns of European universities are 
usually very colorful . The caps are often of some soft material such as velvet and are 
ordinarily not of the conventional mortar-board shape . Several examples may be 
seen in the University faculty:
Arts, Letters, Humanities - white 
Commerce, Accountancy, Business - drab
Education - light blue
Engineering - orange
Fine Arts - brown
Journalism - crimson
Law - purple




Philosophy - dark blue
Physical Education - sage green
Science - golden yellow
Social Science - cream
Theology - scarlet
Veterinary Science - gray
39
Nondiscrimination Statement 
Morehead State University is committed to providing equal educational 
opportunities to all persons regardless of race, color, national origin, age, religion, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, disabled veterans, 
recently separated veterans, other protected veterans, and armed forces service 
medal veterans, or disability in its educational programs, services, activities, 
employment policies, and admission of students to any program of study . In this 
regard the University conforms to all the laws, statutes, and regulations concerning 
equal employment opportunities and affirmative action . This includes: Title VI and 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments 
of 1972, Executive Orders 11246 and 11375, Equal Pay Act of 1963, Vietnam 
Era Veterans Readjustment Assistance Act of 1974, Age Discrimination in 
Employment Act of 1967, Sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and Kentucky Revised Statutes 207 .130 
to 207 .240; Chapter 344 and other applicable statutes . Vocational educational 
programs at Morehead State University supported by federal funds include 
industrial education, vocational agriculture, business education, and the associate 
degree program in nursing . Any inquiries should be addressed to: Affirmative 
Action Officer, Morehead State University, 301 Howell-McDowell Administration 






To ensure your safety during today’s ceremony, please take note of the following:
1. Smoking, lighters and open flames are not permitted in the arena at any time.
2. Locate your nearest exit. In the unlikely event of an emergency, follow the directions 
of the event staff and ushers. Do not follow the police, they will be going to the scene 










































































(The audience is invited to participate.)
 Far above the rolling campus,
 Resting in the dale,
 Stands the dear old Alma Mater
 We will always hail .
 Shout in chorus, raise your voices,
 Blue and Gold - praise you .
 Winning through to fame and glory,








Saturday, May 11, 10 a.m.
Academic-Athletic Center
Processional  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Pomp and Circumstance by Elgar
 Mr . William A . Murphy, Piano
 
Special Music  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Mr . Will Young
National Anthem  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ms . Eliza Grace Eaches
 Words by Francis Scott Key Mr . William A . Murphy, Piano 
 Music by John Stafford Smith  
 
Opening of Ceremony .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Dr . Greg J . Detweiler
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Welcome and Introductions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Dr . Joseph A . ( Jay) Morgan
 President 
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Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
 Dr . Laurie Couch  
Associate Vice President for Undergraduate Education and Student Success
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Associate Vice President for Research and Dean of Graduate School
 Dr . Gregory Russell 
Dean, Elmer R . Smith College of Business and Technology
 Dr . Wayne Miller 
Dean, College of Science
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President, MSU Alumni Association Inc .
Alma Mater   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Mr . Tristan Chandler Hinkle
Words by Elwood Kozee (1953) Mr . William A . Murphy, Piano  
Music by Betty Jo Whitt (1952)   
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Commencement Address  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ms . Sarah Ann Fink
Student Representative 
Remarks .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .President Morgan
Presentation of Candidates for Degrees  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Dr . Bob Albert 
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
 Dr . Laurie Couch  
Associate Vice President for Undergraduate Education and Student Success
Dr . Michael Henson
Associate Vice President for Research and Dean of Graduate School
Dr . Christopher T . Miller 
  Dean, College of Education
  
 Dr . John P . Ernst 
 Dean, Caudill College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences
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Conferring of Degrees  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .President Morgan
Commissioning of ROTC Officers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . LTC Derek Carlson
Alumni Association Induction  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Dr . Jason Marion
President, MSU Alumni Association Inc .
Alma Mater   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Mr . Tristan Chandler Hinkle
Words by Elwood Kozee (1953) Mr . William A . Murphy, Piano  
Music by Betty Jo Whitt (1952)   
Recessional  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Mr . Will Young
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Marshals         
Grand Marshal and Mace Bearer
Dr . Greg J . Detweiler  
Faculty Marshals
Dr . Julia Ann Hypes
Dr . Kimberlee Sharp
Student Marshals
Graduate Programs
Mr . Cody J . Mitchell
Ms . Topaz A . Jordan
College of Education 
Ms . Shawntasia M . Butler
Ms . Hannah C . McFarland
 
Caudill College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences
Mr . Jonathan A . Elliott
Ms . Janessa J . Broadhurst
 
Elmer R. Smith College of Business and Technology
Ms . Courtney B . Rodman
Ms . Natalie K . Hampton
 
College of Science
  Ms . Catherine A . Bowling
Ms . Ashton A . Killen 
Ushers  
Ushers serving for today’s ceremonies are members of Rowan County Senior High School’s Student 
Government Association and Honor Society. The ushers are wearing blue robes.
College Receptions 
Refreshments for graduates and their families, hosted by each college’s dean and faculty, will be served 
immediately following commencement. For reception locations, please refer to the map located on the 
inside back cover of your program. Receptions are co-sponsored by the MSU Alumni Association Inc.
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Dr . Joseph A . ( Jay) Morgan is the 14th president of 
Morehead State University .
Dr . Morgan has served as president of Morehead 
State University since July 1, 2017 . His focus at MSU 
has been on student success, performance outcomes, 
academic excellence, as well as university rankings and 
responsiveness to the region . 
Prior to service at MSU, Dr . Morgan served as 
the state-wide chief academic officer and vice 
president for academic affairs and student success for the Kentucky Council 
on Postsecondary Education in Frankfort . Before state-wide service at the 
Council, Dr . Morgan served as provost and vice president for academic affairs 
at Murray State University, as well as associate provost, university faculty 
regent, leadership program director, graduate program coordinator, and 
professor/teacher educator . He also has early career service as an entrepreneur, 
as well as being a high school teacher and coach . 
Dr . Morgan holds a Ph .D . from Oklahoma State University and a B .S . and M .S . 
from Murray State University . 
He currently serves as a board of trustees member of the Southern Association 
of College and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC) .
Dr . Morgan formerly served as a board member of a medical university, several 
foundation boards, vice chair of a public university board, a bank board, and 
the Kentucky Educational Professional Standards Board administering public 
school teacher licensing and educational standards . Additionally, his former 
public service includes serving four terms as an elected member of a city 
council, board president of a chamber of commerce, board chair of the United 
Way, was formerly named Citizen of the Year, is a Rotarian, and has been 
involved with economic development, banking and other regional initiatives . 
He has taught, worked and traveled in more than 15 countries for academics, 
business, research, and development .
Commencement Profiles  
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Abby Isaacs of Ashland is the morning commencement 
speaker for the College of Science . She is the daughter 
of Mary Beth Jones and Rick Jones and the wife of 
Kasey Isaacs . 
She is graduating with a Bachelor of Science in 
Biomedical Sciences degree . 
Isaacs is a member of MSU’s George M . Luckey Jr . 
Academic Honors Program and its Academic Honors 
Student Association, where she served as chairwoman of programming 
and chairwoman of finance . She was an Undergraduate Research Fellow 
since August 2016 and presented her work at MSU’s Celebration of Student 
Scholarship . Isaacs also served as a tutor with MSU’s Tutoring and Learning 
Center for four semesters . 
She completed an internship with King’s Daughters Medical Center in Ashland 
and was a State Registered Nursing Assistant (SRNA) with the Oakmont 
Manor Nursing Facility in Flatwoods for more than two years . 
When she is away from the classroom, Isaacs is an active volunteer .  
She currently serves as both a hospitality volunteer for the Community 
Hospice Care Center in Ashland and a helpline volunteer for the National 
Eating Disorders Association . 
Isaacs plans to enroll in medical school at the University of Louisville .  
She hopes to complete a dual residency in both internal medicine and 
psychiatry and return to Eastern Kentucky to continue her career in the 
medical field .
Commencement Profiles  
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Sarah Fink of Hollsopple, Pennsylvania, is the afternoon 
commencement speaker for the Caudill College of Arts, 
Humanities and Social Sciences . She is the daughter of 
Kaye Fink and William Fink . 
She is a candidate for a Bachelor of Arts in Government 
degree with a minor in international studies and a 
Certificate in Intelligence Studies with an emphasis in 
regional analysis .  
Fink has been an Undergraduate Research Fellow 
since Fall 2017 . She was a former vice president of the Cicero Society, an 
organization to promote intellectual diversity through open discourse and 
debate, and represented MSU as an accomplished D-1 athlete on the Rifle 
Team for the 2016-17 and 2017-18 seasons, where she earned multiple top 
scores . She is also a member of Kappa Delta sorority, where she held leadership 
positions . She was an undergraduate representative for the Caudill College of 
Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences Strategic Planning Committee . She was 
also a member of MSU’s Model European Union, the Political Science Club 
and the College Republicans . 
Fink has presented several papers at state political science and intelligence 
studies conferences and has published a paper in the peer-reviewed academic 
journal “The Commonwealth Review of Political Science .” She also completed 
internships at both the Kentucky Office of Homeland Security and the 
Canadian Parliamentary Internship Program in Ottawa, Ontario . 
Fink is also a member of Daughters of the American Revolution, where she 
participated in organizational events like Shoeboxes for Soldiers and traveled to 
participate in the organization’s Continental Congress in Washington, D .C . 
Fink plans to continue her education by enrolling in the Master of Arts in 
Intelligence and Securities Studies program at The Citadel in Charleston, South 
Carolina . She hopes to one day work as an intelligence analyst for the FBI or 
the Department of Homeland Security .
Commencement Profiles  
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Administration
Dr . Joseph A . ( Jay) Morgan
President
Dr . Bob Albert
Provost and Vice President for  
Academic Affairs
Mr . Russell F .  Mast
Vice President for Student Affairs
Mr . James A . Shaw
Vice President for University Advancement
Dr . Caroline Atkins
Assistant to the President for  
Strategic Initiatives
Dr . Laurie Couch
Associate Vice President for Undergraduate 
Education and Student Success
Dr . Michael Henson
Associate Vice President for Research and
Dean of the Graduate School
Dr . Gregory Russell
Dean, Elmer R. Smith College of  
Business and Technology
Dr . Christopher T . Miller 
Dean, College of Education
 
Dr . Wayne Miller 
Dean, College of Science
Dr . John P . Ernst
Dean, Caudill College of Arts, Humanities 
and Social Sciences  
Board of Regents
Mr . Brandon Bryer
Scarborough, ME
Mr . Craig Dennis
Morehead, KY
Mr . Sanford Holbrook
Mt. Olivet, KY
Mr . Eric E . Howard
Lexington, KY
Ms . Deborah H . Long
Lexington, KY
Mr . Wayne M . Martin, 
Vice Chair
Winchester, KY
Dr . Jonathan Pidluzny
Morehead, KY
Mr . Craig Preece
Inez, KY 
Mr . Patrick E . Price
Flemingsburg, KY
Ms . Kathy Walker,  
Chair
Paintsville, KY
Ms . Terri Walters
Pikeville, KY  
The University  
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Candidates for Degrees  
Subject to the completion of all curriculum requirements, degrees will be conferred upon those 
listed herein and upon such others as graduation requirements are met. An asterisk represents 
students who are earning two degrees simultaneously. 
Graduate Degrees











































































































































Candidates for the degree Master of Science
Sareh Ahmadi
Morehead, KY











Career and Technical Education-IET
David Michael Day
Flemingsburg , KY






















Christian Elias Laboy Rodriguez
Yabucoa, Puerto Rico

































Career and Technical Education-IET
Angela Johnson Slone
Prestonsburg , KY


















Elmer R. Smith College of Business and Technology  




































































































































































































































































































































































































Candidates for the degree Bachelor of Science
Abdulrahman Abdullah Aldossari
Dammam, Saudi Arabia











Construction Management and  
Civil Engineering Technology 
Abdulrahman Mohammed Aljaber
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia




Construction Management and  
Civil Engineering Technology
Abdulmohsen Almulhim
Al Hofuf, Saudi Arabia
Mechanical and Manufacturing  
Engineering Technology 
Anas Dakhilallah Almutairi
Mahad Al-Thahab, Saudi Arabia





Construction Management and  
Civil Engineering Technology 
Rashed Alqutb
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 











































Cody Tyler Lee Cornett
Gordon, KY





























































Design and Manufacturing  
Engineering Technology
Zachary T. Pater













































































Health and Physical Education
Breanna Denae Fraley
Pikeville, KY
Health and Physical Education
Emilee Nicole Hood























Jayme Aleigha Colt Williams
Elizabethtown, KY
Health and Physical Education
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Hannah Elena Louise Meyer



































































Darron Charles Powell Jr.
Wilmore, KY
Psychology






















































































































































Abie Laurenz Santos Vibar
West Liberty, KY
Biomedical Sciences





































































































































































































































Candidates for the degree Associate of Applied Science





































































































































































































































































This concludes the morning ceremony .
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Graduate Degrees
Candidates for the degree Doctor of Education in  
Educational Leadership 







































Educational Leadership-Adult and 
Higher Education














Mt. Sterling , KY
Instructional Leadership
Krystal Marie Howard





















































































Teacher Leader Gifted 
Samantha Barker Rhodes
Clearfield, KY



















Candidates for the degree Master of Arts
Timothy James Anderson
Mendocino, CA
Adult and Higher Education
John Bradley Bates
Mt. Sterling , KY




































































































Adult and Higher Education
Tonia Marie Socha-Mower
Lexington, KY




























































Interdisciplinary Early  
Childhood Education









Interdisciplinary Early  
Childhood Education
Andrea Lourdes Ramirez Carias
Caneyville, KY
Spanish
James Bryan Andrew Robertson
Olive Hill, KY


















































































































































Early Elementary and Moderate  
and Severe Disabilities
Erica Marie Hickman
Cold Spring , KY












































Early Elementary and Moderate and 
Severe Disabilities
Jayme Leigh Ann O’Brian
Van Lear, KY
Early Elementary and Learning and 
Behavior Disorders
Erica Dawn Nichole Pelphrey
Van Lear, KY























































Early Elementary and Learning and 
Behavior Disorders
Christian D. Thomas




























Early Elementary and Learning and 
Behavior Disorders
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Caudill College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences











Mt. Sterling , KY









Criminology and Criminal Justice
Cameron A. Back
Nicholasville, KY

































Criminology and Criminal Justice
Georgia Crystal Campbell
Brampton, Ontario, Canada






































































































































































































































































































































Sierra Shantel von Hellens
Morehead, KY
Creative Writing































































































































































































































































































































































































Donna Marie Belcher Stamper
Olive Hill, KY
University Studies





























































































Mt. Sterling , KY
University Studies






















This concludes the afternoon ceremony.
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The University Mace 
The practice of carrying a mace in academic processions dates to medieval times 
in England when a person bearing a mace, a formidable weapon, walked in front of 
the highest-ranking official as they entered and departed ceremonial occasions, to 
protect him or her from personal injury .
As adapted by European and American universities, the mace has become a symbol 
of office to the institution’s president and is carried by a distinguished member of 
the faculty . At Morehead State, the joint office of faculty grand marshal and mace 
bearer is held by the current recipient of the Distinguished Teacher Award .
The mace of Morehead State University was fashioned from Eastern Kentucky 
walnut in 1984 by John S . VanHoose, a retired faculty member from the 
Department of Industrial Education and Technology .
Academic Honors - Baccalaureate Degree
Summa Cum Laude - With highest honors
Magna Cum Laude - With great honors
Cum Laude - With honors
Academic Honors - Associate Degree
Distinction - With distinction 
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Academic Costumes 
The wearing of academic costumes is a custom that goes back to the Middle 
Ages . Since the early European and English universities were founded by the 
church, the students and teachers were required to wear distinctive gowns at 
all times . Although the custom was brought to this country in Colonial days, 
the requirement for students was soon dropped . The custom for professors was 
confined to special occasions such as graduation exercises and inaugurations 
of new presidents . With the increase in the number of educational institutions 
and the development of new subject-matter fields, some confusion arose in time 
about the type of gown and the specific color to denote various degrees . To 
introduce desirable uniformity and set up a clearing house for new developments, a 
commission representing leading American colleges produced The Intercollegiate 
Code in 1895 . In 1932, a national committee of the American Council on 
Education revised this code into The Academic Costume Code . It was revised in 
1959 . Although not obligatory, most of the educational institutions in the country 
follow it in awarding their degrees, earned and honorary .
The most significant part of the academic dress is the hood . The color of its velvet 
border indicates the academic field, and it is lined with the color or colors of the 
institution granting the degree . The hoods of those receiving a Master of Arts or an 
honorary degree of Doctor of Letters have those same color indications, but each 
successively higher degree carries with it a longer hood . The doctoral hood also has 
side panels on the back .
Although most doctoral gowns are black with black velvet bars and panels, in some 
cases the color of the gown is that of the university conferring the degree . All such 
gowns have black bars and panels .
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Academic fields may also be indicated by the color of velvet on the doctoral gowns; 
three two-inch bars on the sleeves and a five-inch border extending from the back 
of the neck down the two sides in front . For the degree of Doctor of Philosophy, 
the color is dark blue; for Doctor of Medicine, green; for Doctor of Education, light 
blue; for Doctor of Science, golden yellow . These colors also appear in the velvet of 
the hood unless the hood represents an honorary degree . The Doctor of Laws has 
purple velvet . The Doctor of Humanities is white, as is the Doctor of Letters . The 
Doctor of Public Administration has a hood with velvet in pale aqua .
Caps are black . Tassels are usually black for bachelor’s and master’s degrees, gold 
for doctorates . Gowns for bachelor’s and master’s are plain black, but sleeves of the 
latter are short with “trailing elbows .” Doctoral gowns of European universities are 
usually very colorful . The caps are often of some soft material such as velvet and are 
ordinarily not of the conventional mortar-board shape . Several examples may be 
seen in the University faculty:
Arts, Letters, Humanities - white 
Commerce, Accountancy, Business - drab
Education - light blue
Engineering - orange
Fine Arts - brown
Journalism - crimson
Law - purple




Philosophy - dark blue
Physical Education - sage green
Science - golden yellow
Social Science - cream
Theology - scarlet
Veterinary Science - gray
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Nondiscrimination Statement 
Morehead State University is committed to providing equal educational 
opportunities to all persons regardless of race, color, national origin, age, religion, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, disabled veterans, 
recently separated veterans, other protected veterans, and armed forces service 
medal veterans, or disability in its educational programs, services, activities, 
employment policies, and admission of students to any program of study . In this 
regard the University conforms to all the laws, statutes, and regulations concerning 
equal employment opportunities and affirmative action . This includes: Title VI and 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments 
of 1972, Executive Orders 11246 and 11375, Equal Pay Act of 1963, Vietnam 
Era Veterans Readjustment Assistance Act of 1974, Age Discrimination in 
Employment Act of 1967, Sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and Kentucky Revised Statutes 207 .130 
to 207 .240; Chapter 344 and other applicable statutes . Vocational educational 
programs at Morehead State University supported by federal funds include 
industrial education, vocational agriculture, business education, and the associate 
degree program in nursing . Any inquiries should be addressed to: Affirmative 
Action Officer, Morehead State University, 301 Howell-McDowell Administration 




To ensure your safety during today’s ceremony, please take note of the following:
1. Smoking, lighters and open flames are not permitted in the arena at any time.
2. Locate your nearest exit. In the unlikely event of an emergency, follow the directions 
of the event staff and ushers. Do not follow the police, they will be going to the scene 










































































(The audience is invited to participate.)
 Far above the rolling campus,
 Resting in the dale,
 Stands the dear old Alma Mater
 We will always hail .
 Shout in chorus, raise your voices,
 Blue and Gold - praise you .
 Winning through to fame and glory,
 Dear old M-S-U .
